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During this campaign the satirical cartoon at-
tained a power and an effectiveness difficult to
realize now that it has become an ordinary feature
of journalism, equally available for any school of
opinion. But it so happened that the rise of Cleve-
land in politics coincided with the artistic career of
Joseph Keppler, who came to this country from
Vienna and who for some years supported himself
chiefly as an actor in Western theatrical companies.
He had studied drawing in Vienna and had con-
tributed cartoons to periodicals in that city. After
some unsuccessful ventures in illustrated journal-
ism he started a pictorial weekly in New York in
1875. It was originally printed in German, but in
less than a year it was issued also in English. It
was not until 1879 that it sprang into general no-
tice through Keppler's success in reproducing litho-
graphed designs in color. Meanwhile the artist
was feeling his way from the old style caricature,
crowded with figures with overhead loops of ex-
planatory text, to designs possessing an artistic
unity expressive of an idea plain enough to tell its
own story. He had matured both his mechanical
resources and his artistic method by the time the
campaign of 1884 came on, and he had founded a
school which could apply the style to American